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Honoring Haruo Kato

Péteris Vaivars

A True Friend of Latvia and Bridge Builder Between Cultures

For more than three decades, Haruo Kato was a passionate advocate for strengthening the bond
between Japan and Latvia through music. His extraordinary dedication to Latvian music and
culture has left an indelible mark on both nations, earning him admiration and love from all who
knew him.

A key figure in the Japan-Latvia Music Association, Haruo Kato was instrumental in fostering
cultural exchange between the two countries. His love for Latvian choral music shone brightly as
a member of the Japanese choir Gaisma (“Light”). With unwavering commitment, he inspired
others to embrace and cherish Latvia’s rich musical heritage, sharing its beauty with audiences
far beyond its borders.

Haruo Kato’s connection to Latvia went beyond admiration—it was a relationship built on
respect, understanding, and participation. He visited Latvia countless times, often as a singer at
the Latvian Song and Dance Festival, one of the nation’s most cherished and prestigious cultural
events. His presence at these festivals symbolized the universal power of music to unite people
and cultures.

Beyond his contributions to cultural exchange, Haruo Kato played a pivotal role in Latvia’s early
diplomatic presence in Japan. During my tenure as Latvia’s first Ambassador to Japan
(2006-2013), he generously shared his extensive knowledge and network of contacts. His efforts
extended well beyond cultural matters, offering vital support in strengthening bilateral ties at a
critical stage of their development. His work was invaluable in helping to establish a strong
foundation for the relationship between the two nations.

Those who had the privilege of meeting Haruo Kato remember him not only as a brilliant
musician but as a warm, kind, and generous soul. His friendship with Latvia and its people was
genuine, heartfelt, and enduring. He embodied the values of mutual respect and cultural
appreciation, building bridges that transcended distance and language.

Today, as we honor Haruo Kato’s remarkable life, we celebrate a legacy of love and connection.
His efforts have brought Latvia and Japan closer together, ensuring that the light of Latvian
music shines brightly across the world.

Haruo Kato was a cultural Ambassador of Latvia long before Latvia Embassy was established in
Tokyo in 2006, a true friend of Latvia, and an extraordinary human being. His work will continue
to inspire future generations, reminding us all of the profound impact one person can have in
building understanding and friendship between nations.

Dear Kato-san, Your light will forever illuminate the path of cultural harmony.

Péteris Vaivars
Ambassador of Latvia to Japan (2006-2013)
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